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Filed in First Judicial District Court |
12/27/2012 1:09:44 PM
Dakota County, MN

STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF DAKOTA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Teresa Lynn Petter, Wolves

Woods & Wildlife, a Minnesota
Corporation, Daniel Robert Storlie,
and Fur-Ever Wild, Ltd, a
Minnesota corporation,

Plaintiffs-Petitioners,

vs. File No. 19HA-CV-12-112

Town of Eureka,

Defendant-Respondent.

CONDENSED

DEPOSITION OF
TERESA LYNN PETTER ( PRO SE)
DECEMBER 19, 2012
11:00 A.M.

COPY

JEFFREY G. KELZER
KINSELLA, HARTIGAN & KELZER
333 Washington Avenue North

204 Union Plaza Building
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401
Telephone (612) 339-6132
Facsimile (612) 339-1986
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1 Taken pursuant to Notice and Agreement of 1 D ber 19, 20 Pgkota County, MN
2 Counsel, and taken before Jeffrey G. Kelzer, ecember 19,
3 Notary Public in and for the County of Hennepin, 2
4 State of Minnesota, at 9321 Ensign Avenue South, 3
5 Bl in i .
6 oomington, Minnesota 4 WHEREUPON, the following proceedings transpired:
7 * * * 5 TERESA LYNN PETTER
8 APPEARANCES: 6 a witness in the above-entitled
9 On Behalf of Ms, Petter: 7 " fter having b i
(Pro Se) action, after having been first
10 8 duly sworn, was examined and
9 testified as follows:
11 On Behalf of the Town of Eureka: 10
STEPHANIE A. ANGOLKAR, ESQ.
12 Iverson Reuvers 1 EXAMINATION:
9321 Ensign Avenue South 12 BY MS. ANGOLKAR:
3 Bloomington, Minnesota 55438 13 Q. Ms. Petter, we met off the record. My name is
14 14 Stephanie Angolkar. And I'm one of the attorneys
On Behalf of the Town of Eureka: 15 representing the Township in this case, Have you
15 CHAD D. LEMMONS, ESQ. 16 had a d ition taken before?
Kelly & Lemmons, P.A. ever had a deposition taken before?
16 900 Crossroads 17 A. No.
7300 Hudson Boulevard 18 Q. Okay. Well, basically we have a court reporter
17 St. Paul, Minnesota 55128 . . .
19 here and he types everything that we're saying.
18 20 So even though we can see each other and can --
;g EXAMI!\II:G.NI'-I%-NE;(Y PAGE 21 if T see you nod or something like that, I know
21 Ms. Angolkar 4 Sl 22 that you are nodding; but since he's making a
22 Mr. Lemmons 81 23 record, it's important to vocalize your
23 24 responses. So, for example, if you are nodding,
24 EXHIBIT MARKED: DESCRIPTION. 2 I miaht ind t if it
25 1 42 List of animals 5 might remind you to say your response, if i
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1 2 60 Advertisement 1 was a yes. Or if you were shaking your head, I
2 3 61 Hours, location off website 2 might remind you to vocalize your response if
3 4 63 Winter Wonderland hours 3 that was a no. And then that creates a
4 5 64 Hours, location off website 4 transcript of the testimony.
5 6 72 Photo of sign 5 Similarly you might know where I'm going
6 7 72 Photo of sign 6 with a question and may be ready to respond, but
7 8 72 Photo of sign 7 to just still wait for me to finish the question
8 9 72 Photo of sign 8 and then for you to finish your response. And
9 10 72 Photo of sign 9 then U'll also try to wait for you to finish your
10 11 72 Photo of sign 10 answers before I ask another question.
1" 12 72 Photo of sign 11 If you don't understand a question, let me
12 12 know and I'll try to rephrase it so that you do
13 DOCUMENT REQUESTS: PAGE 13 understand the question.
14 14 If you need a break at any time, let me
15 PAGE 15 know. We have restrooms outside of the
16 WITNESS INSTRUCTED NOT TO ANSWER 16 conference room and beverages here.
17 OBJECTIONS PAGE 17 A. I'm sorry.
18 18 Q. That's okay. I understand.
19 19 A. I'm recording, so I can't just shut it off.
20 20 Q. Yes. If there is -- just if there is a way if
21 21 you are able to silence it, mute it while you are
22 22 recording, then that's no problem.
23 23 A. Okay.
24 24 Q. Okay. Can you state your full name for the
25 25 record.
KINSELLA, HARTIGAN & KELZER, INC, KINSELLA, HARTIGAN & KELZER, INC.

Page 2 to 5 of 87 2 of 23 sheets



=

=

12/27/2012 1:09:48 PM

6
1 A. Teresa Lynn Petter. 1 Q. Okay. And then they sued you? Dakota County, MN
2 Q. Have you been known by any other name? 2 A. For the amount of the cows.
3 A. Terri. 3 Q. Okay. What was the result of that lawsuit?
4 Q. Okay. Just as a nickname. Any other last name? 4 A. Ihad to pay them half of what I got out of the
5 A. No. 5 cows because I got the other half for feeding
6 Q. Okay. And your date of birth? 6 them and doing all the work.
7 A. 7/31/74. 7 Q. Okay. Any other lawsuits that you've been
8 Q. And are you currently employed? 8 involved in?
9 A. No. Self-employed. 9 A. No.
10 Q. Self-employed. Okay. And what is the nature of 10 Q. Okay. And have you ever been convicted of a
11 your self-employment? 11 crime?
12 A. I'm afarmer. 12 A. Speeding.
13 Q. Okay. What is your current residential address? 13 Q. Okay. Who hasn't had a speeding ticket?
14 A. 10132 - 235th Street West. 14 A. Seat belts.
15 Q. Do you own that property? 15 Q. Okay. Well, as you know, we're probably going
16 A. Yes. 16 to be diving in quite a bit to talk about -- you
17 Q. And how long have you owned the property? 17 mentioned that you were a farmer, and so to talk
18 A. Fourteen years. 18 about some of those activities. So first I'm
19 Q. And have you resided on it all 14 years as well? 19 wondering -- I have questions about the different
20 A. Yes. 20 entities.
21 Q. Okay. Is thatin Lakeville? 21 And so first, what can you tell me about
22 A. Yes. 22 the purpose or the mission of Wolves, Woods and
23 Q. Prior to that where did you live? 23 wildlife?
24 A. 24005 Dodd. 24 A. WWW is a nonprofit and they are the traveling
25 Q. Okay. 25 portion. They are an education portion. And
KINSELLA, HARTIGAN & KELZER, INC. KINSELLA, HARTIGAN & KELZER, INC.
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1 A. Right next door. 1 they are the ones that travel.
2 Q. Okay. So that's also in Lakeville? 2 Q. Okay. And what's the ownership structure of
3 A. Yes. 3 www?
4 Q. Okay. And how long did you live there? 4 A. What do you mean, like corporation?
5 A. Since'93. 5 Q. Or who, like, who owns it?
6 Q. Okay. Have you ever been involved in litigation 6 A. Well, it's a nonprofit. It's a corporation. So
7 before, in a lawsuit? 7 there is a board and.
8 A. Yes. 8 Q. Okay. How many board members are there?
9 Q. Okay. And was that as a plaintiff or a 9 A. Four.
10 defendant? 10 Q. Okay. And who are the board members?
11 A. A defendant. 11 A. I am, and then Adam Shimp and Eunice Petter and
12 Q. Okay. Do you know when that was? Just a year 12 Aliesha Meyer.
13 approximately. 13 Q. Okay. And if a decision has to be made for WWW,
14 A. '08. 14 is that done collectively by the whole board or?
15 Q. Okay. And just generally what type of case was 15 A. It depends on the decision.
16 that? 16 Q. Okay. What types of decisions does the whole
17 A. It was for cows, longhorns. 17 board make?
18 Q. Okay. What do you mean by that? 18 A. Usually the decisions we do on what shows we do.
19 A. People abandoned them on my property. 19 Q. Okay.
20 Q. Okay. And who -- and somebody sued you for 20 A. And prices on shows.
21 that? 21 Q. What are some examples of the shows that Www
22 A. They abandoned them on -- they were leasing out | 22 does?
23 my pastures and they abandoned them and didn't |23 A. The Dakota County Fair. We also do schools.
24 feed them anymore. So I took them and fed them |24 Q. Does WWW own the animals that are involved in
25 and then I sold them. 25 the show?
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1 A. No. 1 Q. Okay. And approximately how many voli( n?eCounty MN
2 Q. No. Okay. And so do they lease them from 2 does WWW have?
3 Fur-Ever Wild? 3 A. Itranges dramatically. You can have anywhere
4 A. They lease them from me. 4 from one to ten.
5 Q. Okay. Lease from you. Okay. So the animals 5 Q. Okay. And is that something -- or how does
6 are then -- are they technically then owned by 6 somebody become a volunteer?
7 you personally? 7 A. You have an application you have to fill out.
8 A. Yes. 8 And then you have a recommendation form, and then
9 Q. Okay. And with regards to WWW, what types of 9 you have to come in for an interview.
10 animals does that entity display? 10 Q. And what do the volunteers do for WWW?
11 A. North American fur bearing wildlife. 11 A. They usually go to shows.
12 Q. Okay. Can you give me some examples of the 12 Q. Okay.
13 animals that you bring on the shows? 13 A. Help set them up and then help talk to people
14 A. Depends on the show. 14 and help tear down.
15 Q. Okay. 15 Q. Do they provide services to any other entity
16 A. Depends on the time of year. Sometimes we just 16 that you are involved with, or do they just
17 bring, you know, one or two. It could be just a 17 exclusively volunteer with WWW?
18 raccoon. There are some places where we bring 18 A. It depends on where we're at.
19 some of the agricultural animals, like the goats 19 Q. Okay.
20 or the pigs or sometimes we bring in a full setup 20 A. It depends on if we're at a show. You know, I
21 like the wolves, the Cougars, the raccoons, the 21 have some friends that come out and help me. It
22 skunks, the fox. 22 all depends on -- so the volunteers can go back
23 Q. Okay. Isthat a decision that you make with the 23 and forth either just to help me or to volunteer
24 host of the event of -- 24 for that.
25 A. Yes. 25 Q. Okay. Now you said that WWW was new in 2006.
KINSELLA, HARTIGAN & KELZER, INC. KINSELLA, HARTIGAN & KELZER, INC.
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1 Q. Okay. 1 Was that on your current property? Did they
2 A. And it depends on who we're educating that day. 2 operate on your current property?
3 Q. Okay. How long has WWW been in existence? 3 A. It's atraveling show.
4 A. '96. 4 Q. Okay.
5 Q. Okay. 5 A. So, that's kind of a...
6 A. I'msorry. 2006. 6 Q. Okay. And I can rephrase the question if
7 Q. Okay. No problem. Was it known by any other 7 that -- if it doesn't make sense. So let me back
8 name before that or was it a brand new -- 8 up. Does WWW hold any events on your property?
9 A. It was a new organization. 9 A. Oncein a while. Not a lot.
10 Q. -- organization? It was new. Okay. So in 2006 10 Q. When WWW does hold events on your property, like
11 when WWW was formed, did you personally already 11 what types of events are those?
12 own the animals that would be used by Www? 12 A. I wouldn't really call them events. If a Girl
13 A. Yes. 13 Scout Troop or a Boy Scout Troop, or we've had
14 Q. Okay. Is WWW still active today? 14 some handicapped schools come in, that's what we
15 A. Yes. 15 do there.
16 Q. Okay. 16 Q. Okay. So what happens when they would come to
17 A. Well, I wouldn't say today we're active. When 17 your property?
18 we go out and do shows. 18 A. We give them agri-tours,
19 Q. Okay. Sure. Butit's an entity that still 19 Q. And what's involved in that?
20 exists? 20 A. We go around and we show them about farm life.
21 A. Yes. 21 Depends on what -- depends on what they are
22 Q. Does WWW have any employees? 22 capable of doing. Some of the handicapped, vou
23 A. No. 23 know, homes and facilities that we really can't
24 Q. How about volunteers? 24 have them, you know, get in there and learn about
25 A. They have volunteers. 25 brushing a horse; or learn about, you know, what
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