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UPDATE: Last week, Doug Terranova resigned from his position as zookeeper at the Dallas Zoo citing "issues in his
business and personal life". Let's hope he stays far, far away from any animals.

An exotic-animal trainer's days of abusing exotic animals may be coming to an end. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
just heard the complaints against Doug Terranova, who has trained and provided elephants, big cats, primates, camels, and other
animals for commercial use by circuses and television shows.

In 2009, PETA filed a complaint with the USDA after Kamba, an elephant in Terranova's care, escaped while on loan to a traveling
circus and was struck by a sport utility vehicle on a highway outside the circus arena. It was at least the second time that Kamba had
escaped and run amok.

PETA requested that Kamba be confiscated, and she was later taken to the Dallas Zoo for rehabilitation. The zoo subsequently
purchased Kamba and Congo, another elephant previously in Terranova's care. Terranova was hired as a keeper at the zoo,
although his employment status may change depending on the outcome of the hearing. The USDA could impose fines or restrict
Terranova's license to exhibit animals. We'll keep you posted.
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If you have a general question for PETA and would
like a response, please e-mail Info@peta.org. If you
need to report cruelty to an animal, please click
here. If you are reporting an animal in imminent
danger and know where to find the animal and if the
abuse is taking place right now, please call your
local police department. If the police are
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unresponsive, please call PETA immediately at
757-622-7382 and press 2.
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