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2.40 by  (2) REPEAT DIRECT NCI
ATTENDING VETERINARIAN AND ADEQUATE VETERINARY CARE (DEALERS AND EXHIBITORS).

(b} Each dealer or exhibitor shall establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that include: (2) The
use of appropriate methods to prevant, control, diagnosa, and freat diseases and injuries, and the availability o
emargency, weakend, and holiday care,

west On ingpection on May 6, 2011, a white 5 year old adult male tiger "Charlie” had a dull haircoat and an overall
thir apoearance with readily visible spine, and lang Bonas of tha front and hind legs. The point of his shoulder and
hiz hip bones were prominent. The tiger's muscle mass was nol balanced throughout his body, with the hind legs
displaying less muscle than the front legs. Thesea signs can indicate an underlying medical condition, *Charlie” was
reductant to rise lrom his parch even when prompled by the caretaker by verbal and visual coaxing. The tiger had
difficulty standing up and rose without placing his left hind foot on the perch's surface. While standing, the tiger
repeatedly extended his left hind leg behind him but would not bear weight on it. He was reluctant fo jump off of the
perch and instead gingerly 2lid 1o the floor. The tiger had a hopping gait and only placed his lefl hind fool on the flogr
for balance, without bearing weight on it. At ne time during the inspection did the tiger hold his left hind leg in a
normal position or baar weight on it He stood for only a short period of time betara laying down an thea floar. Thase
gigns can indicate pain and can be the result of injury or an underlying medical condition

Pad lasions and'or limping were nated in the Atlending Veterinarian's records in 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 with tha
migel recent notations being on October 27, 2010; on February 22, 2011; and on April 14, 2011, The April 14, 2011
notation indicated that "Charlie” was non to partial weight-bearing on his left rear foof but no differential diagnoses or
freatments plans weare documented. According Io ihe carelaker, "Charlie” had not baen on medication since March 1,
2011, He had been treated with antibiatics multiple times over the past 2.5 years, but the records did not document
the response to treaimeant and were not complate enough fo determineg if the problem resolved following treatment,
The records documenled thal the carataker reduced the antibiolic dose il the animal bacame “sick” Tollowing
treatment; however, there was no documentation that the Attending Veterinarian had knowledge of or approved the
recluction in dase fo ansura that the dose was adequate for the animal. Meither "Charlie's" body condition nor weight
was gocumented in the reconds.

The May &, 2011 inspection rapart instructed tha licensae o have "Charlie” examined by a qualied, licensed
veterinarian by 5:00 pm on Friday, May 13, 2011 in order to ensure that accurate diagnoses and
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appropriate treatment plans are developed and followed, Although "Charlie” was examined by a licensed veterinanan
an May 13, 2011, approprigte treatmeant plans have ol baen developed and followed to address each of his
problems. "Charlie” was only visually inspected from a distance of approximately 7 feet and no diagnostic tests wera
performed to ule out potential causes and'or determing the cause of the problems, The record listed the Attending
Vetarinarian's assessment as "slightly thin'pad lesion”. The treaimant plan for tha fool siates, "Soak faot daily in
Epzoms salls for 10-15 min. 1-2 times daily. Recheck in approx 2 weeks." [l does not address treatment of the
potential causes of the animal's pad lesion, lameness, or pain. The Attending Veteninarian assessed the animal as
glightly thin and tha reatment plan for thiz states, increase daily dial by 1 Ib procassed turkay.” The cal's diat is 2l
inadeguate. The plan from the Attending Veterinarian states it consists of 5 pounds Mebraska diet, 1.5 pounds
chicken, and 3 pounds furkey. The plan does not state what iype of turkey or chicken, does not indicate whather the
chicken or lurkay is supposed Lo conlain bones ar only meal, and does nal include supplemenlation o ensure thal it
meets the unique nutritional needs of ligers, Inappropriate meat based diets without appropriate consideration for
vitamin and minaral content and appropriaie nuiritional supplameantation can lead (o the developmeant of vetarinary
medical problems such as metabolic bone disease and pathological fractures, which can be painful and lead o
permanant disfigurament

On May 19, 2011, “Charlie = still has a poor hair coat, thin body condition, and redueced muscle mass in his hind limbs.
His hair coat was rough and had a tufted appearance. * Charlie® has readily visible and prominent bony structures
including his hip bones, lang bane of his thighs, and his shoulder strectures.

"Charlie” is still reluctant fo rise, has a hopping gait and only placed his left hind foot on the floor for balance and only
occasionally beared pariial weight on il. Additionally, " Charlie " is exhibiting lameness on his left front beg and was nol
observed bearing any weight on this paw. Inspectors also observed this left front lameness on May 12, 2011, but the
Attending Veterinarian did not document this problem on his visit on May 13, 2011 during his examination. Whean
"Charlie * stood up from a laying position, he held up his left front leg and did not bear any welght on it. When the
caretaker verbally coaxed him to walk across the enclosure, he was reluctant to stand, When he finally stood, he only
walkad using primarily his right front and hind kags without using his laft lags. Whean he raached the caratakear, ha
quickly layed back down. When the caretaker promipled the tiger to stand on his hind legs, he stcod but shifted all of
his weight to his hocks and was not bearing weight on the pads of his hind legs.

Inspectors observed multiple lesions on the pads of at least three of the tiger's feet; on May 13, 2011 the Attending
Vetaringrian only noted an ulcer on the tiger's left hind fool. On the left hind foof, inspeciors saw a nickel sized
roughenad area thal was beown o gray in cobor on the outer mosl toe, On the laft from fool inspectons obsernved a
roughened area that was approximately the size of a dime and was dark brown 1o red in color on the thind digit.On his
right front foof, a reddensd roughaned area was presant on his cantral pad that was approximaiely the size of tha tip
of a pencil eraser (approximately one-fourth inch). The pads on the dght hind foot coukd not be fully visualized for
evaluation, Areas of hair loss were noted on both hind legs. On the right hind leg, the hock had an approximately 2
inch by 1 inch araa ol hair loss with pink skin, On ihe laft hind leg, the hock had an approximately 1 inch by ana-half
inch area of hair
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loss. The lameness and sores on the pads of the feet could be caused by various medical andfor environmental
candifions, which could be painful.

The caretaker stated that this is the worst that "Charlie "s" lameness has ever been and that he has not seen any
improvamant from the use of the Epsom Sals. Although the Aftending Vaterinarian prascribed tha Epsom Salt soaks
on May 13, 2011, records indicate that the facility did not begin soaking the tiger's foot until May 17, The facility has
been soaking the food in the fransport cage for 1 hour in the Epsom Salt Solufion, The caretaker stated the fray that
fully ecvars tha flear of the cage is filled with 2 gallons of water and 4 cups of Epsom Salls. The tiger stands and lays
in this zolution for 1 hour and is intermittently obeerved during this period,. He is unsure how much time the left hind
foot pad spends in contact with the solution, The caretaker stated that the Aftending Velerinarian stated that the pad
zara could be eccurning due ta urine contact. He alzo stated that "Charlie.” lika the athar big cals at the lacility, was
declawed on all four feet as a cub,

""" The licenses musl have "Charlie * fully examined by a gualified, licensed veterinarian by 8:00 pm today,
Thursday, May 19, 2011 in arder to ensure that accurate diagnoses and appropriate treaimeant plans are daveloped
and followsad in a fimely manner kar all of the animal’s vaterinary madical problams.

This iz a focused inspection report limited to a white, male tiger named "Charfie”

Thiz inspection was conducted Kate Ziegerer, VMO, Konnie Plumlee, YO, and Tanya Time, VMO, with facility
representatives on May 19, 2011

A "Motice of Intent to Confiscate” was hand delivered during the exit conference that was conducted on May 15, 2011
with Kate Ziegerer, VMO, Konnie Plumlze, VMO, and Tanya Tims, VMO, with Phil Ledbetier, IES, Carson
Buckman, IES, Larry Carson, IES, and facility representalives on May 19, 2011,

THIS AMIMAL SHALL MOT BE REMOVED FROM THE PREMISES EXCEPT FOR THE PURPOSE OF
TRANSPORTATION TO A VETERINARIAN FOR EXAMINATION AND CARE WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL FROM
ANIMAL CARE IN WRITING. For further information contact Dr. Robert Gibbens, Animal Care Wastern Regional
Cirectar, &t 370-434-7478 or Dr. Katharyn Jiegerer, Vetaninary Medical Officer, at 240-461-2284.,
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