Lagoon
Corporation
Lagoon Corporation has failed to meet minimum
federal standards for the care of animals used in
exhibitions as established in the Animal Welfare
Act (AWA). The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) has cited Lagoon numerous times for
filthy enclosures, inadequately trained employees,
failure to provide sick and dying animals with
veterinary care, and failure to provide animals
with adequate space. Lagoon has had a high
death rate and several unexplained deaths.
Contact PETA for documentation.
August 18, 2013: A Lagoon employee was injured in
an animal enclosure and hospitalized in serious
condition. The facility was not very forthcoming with
information, and on August 21, 2013, according to the
Associated Press, the Farmington fire chief stated
that the employee had been gored in the leg while
she was feeding a black wildebeest.
July 10, 2012: According to the (Ogden, Utah)
Standard-Examiner, the USDA cited Lagoon for
having water bowls inside an elk pen that were
encrusted with dirt and algae.
September 27, 2011: The USDA cited Lagoon for
failure to provide two leopards with adequate
veterinary care. In contradiction to its parasite-control
program, the facility failed to retest the cats for
parasitic infection after they tested positive for
parasitic nematode worms and were given treatment.
September 27, 2006: The USDA cited Lagoon for
failure to provide kangaroos with adequate veterinary
care. The inspector wrote that “information on the
health problem which led to the euthanasia of the
adult female kangaroo on 7-22-06 has still not been
conveyed to the kangaroo’s attending veterinarian.”
The investigator added that such information was
necessary to “ensure that the remaining kangaroos
receive adequate care including any possible
measures to prevent a reoccurrence.”
May 4, 2004: The USDA cited Lagoon for not
correcting a previously identified violation for failure to
provide adequate veterinary care. The inspector
determined that animal “[h]ealth problems are not
being detected, diagnosed and treated” and cited

several examples. A peccary's eyes were both
“encrusted with amber colored material.” At various
times, a camel was observed to have a lump on his
face and an abscess and a lump on his lip, and there
was no evidence that he had received treatment.
Numerous animals were in need of hoof trimming,
including a fallow deer whose hooves were “at least 4
inches long” and a peccary who had “overgrown front
claws bilaterally that turned up on the tips.” A cougar,
a camel, a fallow deer, and a peccary were observed
limping. The inspector also wrote that health records
were missing vital information. For example, there
was no record of the dosage of a medication for an
unidentified animal. Lagoon was also cited for failure
to maintain facilities—the fencing for 12 bison was
noted to contain protruding wires near ground level,
one of which was approximately 10 inches long and
formed a loop. The inspector expressed concern that
the bison could “get a leg caught in loops of wire and
potentially break a leg or injure themselves.” Lagoon
was also cited for failure to provide a sufficient
number of adequately trained employees. The
inspector wrote, “It is evident that the facility lacks
employees and a supervisor who are adequately
trained to maintain the professionally acceptable level
of husbandry practices.” The inspector also wrote that
despite being told by two USDA veterinarians that
several animals’ hooves needed immediate attention,
the supervisor didn’t agree that hoof care was
needed. The inspector observed, “It appears that the
facility does not understand the importance of proper
hoof care in preventing lameness.” The inspector also
noted, “The facility needs to evaluate whether they
have appropriate facilities to provide safe handling
conditions for the fallow deer when they provide the
needed hoof trimming. … There have been anesthetic
deaths and injuries (a fractured tibia and a ruptured
tendon) from darting in the past when the fallow deer
were worked without appropriate facilities.”
March 19, 2004: The USDA cited Lagoon for not
correcting a previously identified violation for failure to
provide adequate veterinary care. The facility couldn’t
produce documentation that the attending veterinarian
had visited the site every two weeks, as prescribed by
the program of veterinary care. It also couldn’t provide
documentation of applicable and complete deworming
treatments for hoofstock. Lagoon was also cited for
failure to provide adequate drainage in a muntjac deer
enclosure. It was observed to be covered in “muck
ranging from 2 to 5 inches deep which exudes a
strong excreta odor,” and the animals were forced to
stand in the muck in order to reach the feeder in the
enclosure. The inspector also wrote that Lagoon
failed to provide 10 bison with water. The inspector
also noted that the somewhat overgrown front toe of a
fallow deer had been pointed out to a facility
representative.
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October 4, 2002: A USDA inspector noted that the
evaluation of the deaths of a young zebra, a muntjac
deer, and three Corsican sheep who died in late 2001
had not yet been completed and that two elk, four
Corsican sheep, and one fallow deer would need
more shelter space in the next two to three weeks.
July 6, 2001: In a letter to Lagoon, the USDA warned
the facility that keepers must carefully observe
newborns to ensure that they nurse. Lagoon was
encouraged to develop a more effective husbandry
program for neonatal animals following the deaths of
a newborn elk calf and a fallow deer fawn.
April 19, 2001: The USDA cited Lagoon for not
correcting a previously identified violation for failure to
maintain records of acquisition and disposition. There
were no disposition records for 11 fallow deer who
were no longer at Lagoon and two buffalo who were
sold to an individual for slaughter, as well as other
animal transactions. The USDA also cited Lagoon for
failure to provide elk with shelter from direct sunlight
and inclement weather.
August 28, 2000: The USDA cited Lagoon for failure
to maintain records of acquisition and disposition for
animals who died or were born during the year.
July 20, 2000: The USDA cited Lagoon for failure to
provide adequate veterinary care. A buffalo cow
underwent surgery on May 2, 2000, to remove a
rubber band embedded around a toe. The animal
didn’t receive sufficient follow-up care and developed
an infection. On June 1, 2000, it was determined that
the infection was spreading up the leg, and the animal
was euthanized. The inspector also found outdated
medication and dirty needles used for injections.
Lagoon was also cited for improper animal handling.
The public had access to animals without the
presence of a trained employee. The inspector also
noted that necropsy reports for a fallow deer who had
died and a stillborn elk were not available.
March 30, 2000: The USDA cited Lagoon for failure
to comply with its veterinary-care program—a peccary
hadn’t received testing or treatment for parasites.
Lagoon was also cited for failure to provide complete
information for two recently purchased camels. The
inspector noted that a camel died on March 5, 2000,
from peritonitis associated with a perforated ulcer and
that the facility hadn’t provided its employees with
outside training.
September 16, 1999: The USDA cited Lagoon for
failure to provide the inspector with documentation
addressing the problem of inadequately trained
employees.

August 2, 1999: The USDA cited Lagoon for not
correcting previously identified violations for failure to
provide adequate veterinary care and employing
inadequately trained staff. A camel exhibiting
sweatiness and labored breathing was down for 12
hours and never received veterinary care. The animal
died of peritonitis subsequent to a perforation in the
digestive tract. The inspector also wrote that several
elk remained thin, with protruding ribs. Nutritional
supplements prescribed by the veterinarian weren’t
being fed to the animals.
June 29 and 30, 1999: The USDA cited Lagoon for
not correcting previously identified violations for
failure to provide adequate veterinary care, for filthy
enclosures, and for inadequately trained employees.
A newborn fallow deer was never observed nursing
and died 37 to 38 hours after birth. Several elk
remained thin, with protruding ribs and hair loss.
There was no record of deworming, routine tests for
intestinal parasites, or vaccinations for the elk. The
sheep enclosure had a high concentration of feces.
The inspector directed Lagoon to conduct necropsies
on any subsequent deaths to “facilitate herd health
management and to assure adequate veterinary
care.”
May 12, 1999: The USDA cited Lagoon for not
correcting a previously identified violation for failure to
provide adequate veterinary care. The male lion,
Rhondo, died on April 18, 1999. A necropsy found
complete bowel blockage. He had suffered from
vomiting, weakness, shallow breathing, sticky feces,
nasal discharge, a dry and matted coat, and thick, dry
lips. He also couldn’t swallow medications Employees
failed to recognize the severity of his condition or
accurately communicate his symptoms to the
veterinarian. Failure to have adequately trained
employees and a procedure to obtain emergency
veterinary care contributed to Rhondo’s death.
April 8, 1999: The male lion identified as needing
veterinary care during an April 2, 1999, inspection
was suffering from anemia, arthritis, and abnormal
kidney function. Lagoon was cited for repeatedly
failing to develop a veterinary-care plan to address
deficient capture and anesthesia procedures and the
poor health of elk.
April 2, 1999: The USDA cited Lagoon for not
correcting previously identified violations for improper
feeding, filthy enclosures, and failure to provide
adequate veterinary care. Lagoon failed to develop a
veterinary-care plan to address deficient capture and
anesthesia procedures and the poor health of elk.
Lagoon was cited for failure to provide a lion with
veterinary care. The inspector wrote that Rhondo
“was thin to the point that the ribs and hip bones were
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prominent. He was weak and had difficulty walking or
even standing. … He was observed wretching for a
period of time and then vomited at least a cup of
yellow-green fluid .… His tongue appeared pale ….
There were no [records] … indicating that the animal’s
deteriorating condition has been noticed.” The
inspector also noted that dead-animal disposal must
comply with all applicable regulations.
February 8, 1999: The USDA cited Lagoon for failure
to provide adequate veterinary care after four fallow
deer died because of anesthetics or poor darting
techniques employed during tranquilizer use. The
facility also had outdated medication, and seven elk in
“a very small pen” appeared thin and had rough hair
coats. The inspector recommended routine
necropsies because of a high death rate and
unexplained deaths. Lagoon was also cited for
feeding moldy hay, which can contain toxins, to
camels, sheep, and deer and placing a mineral block
on the ground where there was fecal contamination.
Lagoon was again cited for failure to provide seven
elk with sufficient space. A zebra and her 7-month-old
baby as well as 16 Corsican sheep also weren’t
provided with adequate space. Lagoon was cited a
sixth time for filthy enclosures. The inspector wrote,
“Excessively soiled bedding has been a chronic
problem at this facility.”
October 16, 1997: The USDA cited Lagoon for
inadequate drainage that caused elk to “stand in the
muck” while eating, enclosures that were filthy with an
excessive accumulation of waste, and failure to
record the death of a cougar in its disposition records.

