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Tigers are in crisis and need you to help
persuade the New Jersey Legislature to
pass Senate Bill 945/Assembly Bill 2200,
the most important state bill package
existing for them today. S945 passed the
Senate unanimously last month and we
now need to ensure both bills pass the
Assembly as soon as possible. 

Please take a minute now and ask
Assembly Chairman Nelson T. Albano
(D-District 1) to hear and support both bills
in the Assembly Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee.

Introduced by Sen. Raymond J. Lesniak
(D-Union) and Assemblymember Upendra
J. Chivukula (D-District 17), S945/A2200

recognizes that fewer than 4,000 tigers cling to survival in the wild, where they are
regularly killed by poachers in order to supply the illegal and highly lucrative trade in
tiger parts and products (which tragically include bone, claws, hair, skins, skulls,
teeth and even bone wine). Equally shocking is the fact that far more tigers are kept
in cages in the United States, and that this population is largely unaccounted for,
especially with regard to the use of their remains after death.

To help prevent New Jersey tigers from entering into the illegal tiger trade, this
package bill would require all tigers in the state to be registered and systematically
accounted for, whether living or deceased.

After taking a minute to ask Assemblyman Albano to hear S945/A2200 in his
committee, please also consider briefly thanking AM Chivukula for his admirable
leadership on this incredibly important issue.

This action alert is for residents of the following states only: New Jersey

Direct Link: 
https://secure3.convio.net/bfusa/site/Advocacy?pagename=homepage&id=734 
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Via Born Free USA: Help New Jersey Do Its Part for
Tigers

Via Born Free USA: Help …

She has 30 tigers in Rockwell. For her, it's about conservation.

"I like when I have tigers that can go to other zoos," she said. "That provides space for me
to bring in other tigers."

The safety factor

Jaunakais said she had some doubts at first when she heard the tigers she helped raise
might be heading to an unstable country.

But she said the zoo is safe, and military officials are dedicated to protecting the animals.

"There's so many people involved," she said. "It's a huge global thing."

The Conservators' Center wouldn't send animals into an unsafe situation, Stinner said.

"I mean, these are our children," she said.

Stinner is convinced the zoo is out of harm's way.

"At this point, enough has been done at the zoo that this is safe," she said.

But People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals doesn't think so. PETA is asking the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service to deny the permit that would allow the transfer of Hope and
Riley.

"To send these animals into a war zone — it's a preposterous and reckless idea," said Lisa
Wathne, a PETA captive exotic animals specialist based in Seattle. "It's certainly not in the
best interest of these animals."

PETA's Web site features an online form for anyone opposed to the tigers' transfer. The
forms will be sent to the government, the site says.

Stinner said PETA's concerns were understandable to an extent.

"Obviously, you give a huge amount of consideration to that," she said of circumstances
in Iraq.

But she said the Baghdad Zoo should be allowed to flourish. Hope and Riley, who each
weigh about 250 pounds now, could be part of something special, she said.

She doesn't know how long it will take to process the paperwork. It could be years before
the tigers leave, she said.

"I feel really good about it," Jaunakais said. "I think it's a really neat project."
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